
 

 
 
 

Call for Proposals: Impact of diaspora policy interventions 
KNOMAD THEMATIC WORKING GROUP: Mobilizing diaspora resources as agents 
of social and economic change 
 

 

Background 

Diaspora engagement is a big and growing issue in developed and developing 

countries, with strong policy interest. But all things considered, the topic is vastly 

under-studied compared to its economic importance. Diasporas are assuming a 

central role in the global discussions of the links between migration and 

development. They are of course the source of the enormous remittance flows 

that support living standards and national budgets in countries of origin. But 

governments of countries of diaspora origin also recognize their diasporas, 

increasingly, as sources of knowledge, skills, investment and global connections.  

A serious obstacle to good policy-making is the lack of collective learning about 

the impact of diaspora policy interventions. The past several years have been a 

period of intensive experimentation in diaspora engagement by governments, 

public-private partnerships, and civil society organizations (including diaspora 

organizations).  Several countries are looking to tap into their diasporas for trade 

and investments in their homeland countries. Yet there is little evidence-based 

assessment of what has worked and what has not in terms of development 

impacts. Outputs are often compiled rather than outcomes, and costs are rarely 

measured against the benefits of a program or project. As a result, states that 

embark on a policy of diaspora engagement find themselves forced to reinvent 

rather than building on the knowledge and experience of others. While many 

programs may continue to be viable and successful, such interventions need to be 

evaluated to avoid the risk of missing the main diaspora needs; and to make the 

right policy connections regarding diaspora and development. To obtain a better 

understanding of the contributions of diaspora, studies of different interventions 

should be conducted.  

http://www.knomad.org/thematic-working-groups/mobilizing-diaspora-resources
http://www.knomad.org/thematic-working-groups/mobilizing-diaspora-resources


 

 

Call for Proposals 

 

The TWG on Mobilizing Diaspora Resources as Agents of Change plans to 

commission at one or more papers that improve understanding of diaspora 

programs being implemented in different countries  

Objective: Evaluate diaspora programs in different countries to gain insights into 
which programs perform better than others, and just as important, why. These 
programs cover a wide range of activities including: enterprise support programs, 
training, innovation and technology upgrading, quality control, market 
development, export promotion, mentor-sponsor programs, joint research 
projects, peer reviewer mechanisms, virtual return, and network formation.  
 
Areas 
We are seeking proposals for preparation of papers that evaluates programs on 
one or more of the following areas being implemented in a particular country or 
in a group of countries: 
 
  
1) Matching grant initiatives: Existing programs have consisted of small grants or 
matching grant initiatives (for example, the Development Marketplace for African 
Diaspora in Europe, the African Diaspora Marketplace, the European Commission-
United Nations Joint Migration and Development Initiative, IFAD’s multi-donor 
Financing Facility for Remittances).  
 
2) Advisory services and training support for the diaspora: There are a growing 
number of government, private sector, NGO and diaspora-led initiatives to 
provide training and advisory services to diaspora (such as CAIXA, PACEIM and 
IntEnt).  
 
3) Public and private sector mechanisms to encourage trade and investments by 
the diaspora: There are some initiatives targeting the mobilization of diaspora 
resources for trade and investment in countries of origin. These include financial 
and non-financial activities implemented by investment promotion agencies, 
export promotion agencies, investment centers, business networks, investment 



 

forums, and information and business training). Some support has been given to 
the development of web pages and mentoring.  
 
4) Initiatives for promoting diaspora investments in capital markets: Diasporas 
can act as catalysts for the development of capital markets in their countries of 
origin by diversifying the investor base, introducing new financial products, and 
providing reliable sources of funding (e.g., diaspora funds, crowdsourcing, angel 
capital and other financial mechanisms).  
 
5) Programs to facilitate research, innovation, technology transfer and skills 
development: Diaspora skills can be tapped by establishing networks of research 
and innovation with initiatives such as mentor-sponsor programs in certain 
sectors or industries, joint research projects, peer review mechanisms, and short-
term visits and assignments. We are looking for proposals which analyze the 
contributions of the diaspora in both host and home countries. 
 
6) Programs to facilitate diaspora philanthropy:  While philanthropy is still at an 
early stage, some members of the diaspora, have become significant givers to 
projects, programs and organizations. It will be important to have an assessment 
on the amount of the contributions, how the resources are collected (e.g. through 
funds?) and how these funds operate? 
 
These papers will be distributed widely, including for circulation of upcoming 
events such as the Global Forum on Migration and Development, and in different 
diaspora meetings 
 
Completed papers should be between 7,500-10,000 words including an Executive 
Summary and Bibliography. The paper should be in English, using language that is 
accessible to policymakers and practitioners as well as researchers. 
 
 
Proposal Format and Timelines 
 
Proposals should include the following: 

1) Brief summary and overview of the program 
2) Outline of the paper 
3) Methodology (including data that will be used) 



 

4) Bibliography 
5) CVs of the principal authors 

 
 
Proposals should be no more than 3-4 pages, single spaced. They should provide a 
brief summary of the paper to be produced under the consultancy, an outline of 
the paper’s contents and a short bibliography. The proposal must also indicate 
that the consultant will be able to meet the TWG’s deadlines for these papers: 
 
Draft paper: August 14, 2015 
Final paper: September 10, 2015 
 

Honoraria 

 

An honorarium of $2,500 will be offered to those invited to prepare papers. The 

papers will be also presented at the International Conference on Diaspora for 

Development in September 16 -17, 2015 

 

Please submit proposals no later than July 15, 2015 to 

 

Sonia Plaza, co-chair of KNOMAD’s TWG on Diaspora  splaza@worldbank.org  

 


